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At a crossroads

GUY MATTHEWS REPORTS ON THE CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS WHICH ARE AFFECTING CARRIER ETHERNET'S
PROGRESS TOWARDS BECOMING AN INTERMNATIONAL WHOLESALE PRODUCT

The last year has seen continued
migration by network operators and sandce

providars towards offering senices based

ariier Ethernet, at the expense of

legacy standards

Thare is near-universal agrasment that

the increasing volumes of data baing
caried Dy natworks and the pressure o
comerge different communication slreams

ol 1

sEMme pipe are combining to make

Ethernet the only seriows option to satisfy
both current and future nesas. Bul the
process of moving  communications
sarvices aver o carer Ethernst and away
from more traditional protocols may be
entering a challanging phass

Given the troubled cutlook for the world's
£CONaMmy over the next couple of years, can
the impressive growth of carrer Ethernet’s

poputanty be sustained? Might all-important

enterprise demand for Ethernst sarvices

wane as the finance needed 1o back

transiticn becomes much harder 1o come

sUch 4

by? And will vendors therefore continua to
develop innovative Etherret products at the
same rate? Will the drive 1o fina-tune carrier
Ethernet standards slow down if the
telecoms industry stans 1o lacs rether more
wgent priceties?

There are other respects in which carier
Ethernat sits at an important crossroads,
says Fhil Tilley, marketing co-chair with
standards body the Meatro Ethernet Forum
(MEF)., and head of EMEA marketing for
wvendor Alcatel-Lucent’s [P division. “If the

first phase was turning Elharmet into a

carier-class product, and the sscond was
rmaking il easier to manage and deploy,
then wa're now in a third phase of making
it ully ubiquitous,” he says. “Thiz is aoout

onneclivilty batwessn operators, An

operatar somewhera in the LIS mignt noft,

as it stands, have access to a fibre network

that has direct connectivity with anolher
network in, say, Mewpor in Wales. There's
g prassing need tor this sort of
interconnactivity, and that's what the MEF
is working on at the moment.”

That wiark, he says, is revohing around
farmulaticn of an Etharnet MM standard
[EMMI) that will allcw 2

ommaonly defined
way for operators 1o connect with each
ather over Ethermat.

This development, he says, is at the
stage of developing an agresd terminakgy:
"“We need a template where operator & and
apsrater B share a common language
Following this wea'l b2 able to move to
defining specifications and on to the
auvtomation of the whole process, Only






