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2006 Service Provider of the Year Awards Announced 
by Metro Ethernet Forum

Las Vegas, March 21, 2006; The Metro Ethernet Forum (MEF) announced today the schedule for this year’s North American “Carrier Ethernet Service Provider of the Year” awards. Entries are invited for submission by May 19th from enterprising and innovative service providers offering Carrier Ethernet services, and the results will be announced at Globalcomm on June 6th 2006. As in last year’s competition, two awards are offered: “Best in Business” and “Outstanding Innovation”.

“The Metro Ethernet Forum is searching for the stars among Carrier Ethernet service providers” explains Nan Chen, President of the MEF. “We have been running similar awards in Europe and Asia, and the media response has been exceptional, because we are casting the spotlight on new, innovative and enterprising business models and practices around the world. Ethernet is taking over the WAN – with Infonetics predicting a doubling of revenue between 2004 and 2008 - and these service providers are the people riding the wave.”

Last year’s winners were AT&T for the “Service Provider of the Year - Best in Business” award and Yipes for the “Service Provider of the Year - Outstanding Innovation” award. Richard N. Klapman, Product Director, AT&T Converged Packet Access Services commented on the response to their award that “the exposure has been invaluable to us. Things are moving so fast in the Carrier Ethernet market that we’re proud to tell the world about our achievements and deployments, and to invite our enterprise clients not to wait, because the Ethernet advantage is happening now!”

Application forms for both awards are available on the MEF website at www.metroethernetforum.org  or can be obtained by e-mailing Kevin Vachon at Kevin@metroethernetforum.net. Applications for this year’s awards must be received by May 19th 2006.

About The Metro Ethernet Forum:

The Metro Ethernet Forum is a non-profit organisation created to accelerate the adoption of Ethernet in metro networks worldwide, the Metro Ethernet Forum consists of more than 80 member companies representing a range of leading Ethernet service providers, major incumbent local exchange carriers, top network equipment vendors and other prominent networking companies.  For more information about the Forum, including a complete listing of all current MEF members, please visit the MEF web site at www.MetroEthernetForum.org  
