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MEF Puts Spotlight on EMEA in April

MEF Quarterly Meeting in Prague Offers Euro Say Into MEF Global Programs
March 25th 2010, Los Angeles: As the MEF Global Interconnect Program gathers momentum this year, the MEF (Metro Ethernet Forum) will be holding its next quarterly members meeting in Prague, running from Monday April 19 through Thursday April 22nd at the Marriot Hotel Prague. In addition to traditional global representation, the meeting will draw significant Carrier Ethernet stakeholder groups from across Europe and the Middle East. A key meeting objective is to obtain important input from these regions into future MEF technical, certification and marketing programs. 
The meeting begins with plenary reports from the MEF Chairman and President, an analyst presentation on Ethernet Business Services from IDC and keynotes from European Service Providers. Technical Committee proceedings will focus on progressing a record volume of work in the areas of Carrier Ethernet Architecture, Services, Management and Testing. 
The Marketing Committee meeting will feature tutorials roundtable discussions and breakout sessions on hot topics: Global Interconnect, Mobile Backhaul, OAM and the Wholesale Access Model, and advances in Access Technologies. The agenda provides plentiful opportunities to participate and help shape future MEF strategy – and indeed the future of global communications. 

“The surge in Carrier Ethernet uptake has lead to a worldwide patchwork of Carrier Ethernet ‘data islands’ that are just beginning to come together thanks to the Global Interconnect Program” explains Nan Chen, MEF President. “Co-operation and integration is the way forward for service providers in the fully connected world we are building, and this meeting is a great opportunity for our EMEA members – including service providers and equipment vendors and to get together and map the future of Ethernet services for businesses, mobile backhaul and other applications.”

Kevin Vachon, the MEF’s Chief Operating Officer, points out the strategic reasons for choosing an East European location for this quarterly meeting: “The EMEA has areas of strong growth potential – notably East Europe, Africa and the Middle East. Carrier Ethernet services are poised for major growth in these regions and this meeting welcomes new Carrier Ethernet service providers to attend as auditors and gain a better understanding of the many ways that MEF membership could help their organizations develop and deliver services. A MEF meeting is also great vehicle to make numerous global contacts as providers strive to extend their coverage and provide ubiquitous, end-to-end Carrier Ethernet services.”

For further details or enquiries contact Lori Coady at +1-919-567-3303 or lori@metroethernetforum.org, or register now at http://metroethernetforum.org/meeting_reg5.php.

About The MEF:

The MEF is a global industry alliance comprising more than 165 organizations including telecommunications service providers, cable MSOs, network equipment/software manufacturers, semiconductors vendors and testing organizations. The MEF’s mission is to accelerate the worldwide adoption of Carrier-class Ethernet networks and services. The MEF develops Carrier Ethernet technical specifications and implementation agreements to promote interoperability and deployment of Carrier Ethernet worldwide.

For more information about the Forum, including a complete listing of all current MEF members, please visit the MEF web site at http://www.MetroEthernetForum.org/
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