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MEF Expands Latin American Programs
Carrier Ethernet World’s first ever Latin American conference highlights importance of global connectivity 

Sao Paulo, Brazil, 11th May, 2010: The MEF’s (Metro Ethernet Forum) participation at this week’s Carrier Ethernet World Americas in Sao Paulo underlines the world’s growing confidence in the region’s economic resilience as well as the vital role of global connectivity in supporting its business growth. Speaking today during the conference, MEF President Nan Chen outlined the significance of Carrier Ethernet’s explosive growth in Asia, Europe and the USA and the opportunities that MEF membership offered for Service Providers to become part of a new global partnership of interests.

“As highlighted in the recent OECD Economic Outlook 2010 report, Latin America is rebounding from the economic crisis more rapidly than the majority of developed economies” Nan Chen pointed out. “As they begin to reap the long-term benefits of globalization, there is a vital need for their business communities to enjoy the same connectivity benefits that the developed nations have established through Carrier Ethernet services”.
Forecast by Vertical Systems Group to be a US$40 billion market by 2014, Business Ethernet is the fastest growing strategic data product for service providers throughout the world, with Enterprise demand for these services remaining strong through the recent economic slowdown.
Whilst Ethernet service deployment is currently less mature in Latin America, the enormous size of the market combined with the forecast high-growth rates and business demand is encouraging regionally based providers to now look at deploying standards-based Ethernet services to satisfy customer demands, as evidenced by the significant number of provider attendees at this week’s Carrier Ethernet World Americas Conference and Expo
Since 2002 the MEF has been developing Carrier Ethernet technical specifications to promote interoperability and deployment of Carrier Ethernet worldwide. Of particular importance is MEF’s certification programs – for both equipment and services – and their role in building confidence in the business community that Carrier Ethernet will reliably support the most critical real-time, bandwidth intensive business applications. 

An important discussion at this week’s conference is the recently ratified MEF 26 ENNI (External Network to Network Interface), a key component of the MEF’s Global Interconnect Program and the business opportunities it offers. MEF 26 standardizes the reference point between service providers’ networks to accelerate the current lengthy and complex process of matching different providers’ Carrier Ethernet services. The ENNI is enabling providers globally to upgrade their Ethernet service offerings to fully fledged Carrier Ethernet networks interconnecting multiple providers, increasing choice and ensuring savings from the use of standardized connections and processes. It also offers the only economically viable solution to the colossal and growing pressure on mobile backhaul networks.

In recognition of the increasing importance of Ethernet business services within the region, CALA (Caribbean and Latin Amercia) will be added to this year’s prestigious MEF Carrier Ethernet Service Provider Awards. These awards recognize excellence and leadership in the development, marketing and delivery of Carrier Ethernet Services and are awarded annually in North America, Asia-Pacific and EMEA. 

The awards are open to all providers of Carrier Ethernet services within the region and will take into account the provider’s service innovation, coverage, marketing plan, customer case studies and wider participation in promoting Carrier Ethernet throughout the last year.
“MEF membership offers a whole raft of benefits” according to Kevin Vachon. “Members can not only apply for MEF certification, they have a say in shaping future standards and indeed the whole future of Carrier Ethernet. Compared with non-MEF aligned competitors, they can: better position their products or services; be the first to know new Carrier Ethernet market directions, services and technology trends; improve their visibility by participating in extensive MEF marketing & PR activities and access member-only tools and documents for marketing Carrier Ethernet products and services. Carrier Ethernet is today’s biggest story in global communications, and MEF membership makes you part of that story.”

About The MEF:

The MEF is a global industry alliance comprising more than 165 organizations including telecommunications service providers, cable MSOs, network equipment/software manufacturers, semiconductors vendors and testing organizations. The MEF’s mission is to accelerate the worldwide adoption of Carrier-class Ethernet networks and services. The MEF develops Carrier Ethernet technical specifications and implementation agreements to promote interoperability and deployment of Carrier Ethernet worldwide.

For more information about the Forum, including a complete listing of all current MEF members, please visit the MEF web site at http://www.MetroEthernetForum.org/
[image: image1]