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MEF Announce Multiple Awards at CEWC '09
EMEA Service Provider Awards winners and first MEF 21 certifications both announced at Europe's premier Carrier Ethernet event
24th September, Berlin: The winners of the MEF Carrier Ethernet Service Provider Awards for EMEA -- 2009 were announced today at an MEF dinner held in conjunction with Carrier Ethernet World Congress (CEWC) at Berlin's Maritim ProArte Hotel, together with the first round of results for the MEF 21 telecom equipment certification program. This year's service provider awards included new categories with COLT receiving Best Service Portfolio, Verizon Best Service Innovation, Exponential-e, Best Marketing and COLT the prestigious EMEA Service Provider of the Year award. The MEF 21 telecom equipment certification program for Link Operations Administration Operation and Maintenance (Link OAM) implementations was launched in May 2009 and the first round of certifications of 23 systems from 8 vendors were announced today.
Speaking at the Service Provider Awards ceremony, Nan Chen, MEF President, commented: "The Carrier Ethernet industry has defied the global economic downturn by delivering substantial economic and implementation benefits to businesses. We have updated our award categories to acknowledge and reward the global service provider community's investment in the advancement of Ethernet services. What's more, the explosive growth of global Carrier Ethernet services is outpacing providers' ability to manually manage links, and MEF 21 addresses their need for an Ethernet equivalent to SONET/SDH and ATM OAM capabilities. These MEF 21 certifications will cut time to market by providing independent and globally recognized validation for vendors' Link OAM implementations and a solid foundation for multi-vendor interoperability."
The added categories for the Service Provider Awards reflect the advances in Carrier Ethernet services and the extending range of service providers in this growth segment of the telecommunications industry. So the line up now includes: Best Service Portfolio, Best Service Innovation and Best Marketing in addition to the EMEA Service Provider of the Year award.
The Best Service Portfolio was awarded to COLT, a company that, in the opinion of the judges, provided the most extensive range of Ethernet products to the greatest possible number of customers within the markets it serves.
The Best Service Innovation award went to Verizon for introducing what the judging panel considered to be the most innovative new Carrier Ethernet service over the past 12 months.
Best Marketing was awarded to Exponential-e, whom the judges recognized as running the most imaginative and successful marketing campaign to promote their Ethernet service portfolio.
The definitive Service Provider of the Year 2009 Award for EMEA was awarded to COLT who achieved the highest cumulative score for all the above categories along with an additional score for their service coverage and specific case studies.
A total of 23 systems from vendors including ADVA, Alcatel-Lucent, Brocade, D-Link, Hatteras, Juniper, MRV and Omnitron were awarded certification to MEF 21 Standards by Iometrix, the MEF authorized certification test lab.
Link OAM defines automated Operation Administration & Maintenance mechanisms to replace existing manual monitoring and management functions, so equipment certified to MEF 21 will significantly reduce the provider's OPEX by eliminating costly truck rolls, on-site diagnostics and troubleshooting. Further dramatic gains can be expected in first mile access, mobile backhaul and ENNI link availability as well as MTTR (Mean Time To Repair). Link OAM is just one subset of the MEF 20 Implementation Agreement so these MEF 21 certifications explicitly address the Link OAM functions of the UNI Type 2 Implementation Agreement, with separate certificates to be issued to vendors that pass the mandatory tests for the functions associated with other UNI Type II capabilities.
About The MEF:
The MEF is a global industry alliance comprising more than 150 organizations including telecommunications service providers, cable MSOs, network equipment/software manufacturers, semiconductors vendors and testing organizations. The MEF's mission is to accelerate the worldwide adoption of Carrier-class Ethernet networks and services. The MEF develops Carrier Ethernet technical specifications and implementation agreements to promote interoperability and deployment of Carrier Ethernet worldwide.
For more information about the Forum, including a complete listing of all current MEF members, please visit the MEF web site athttp://www.metroethernetforum.org
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