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IMPRESSIVE RESPONSE MARKS SUCCESS OF WORLD’S FIRST SERVICE PROVIDER CERTIFICATION PROGRAM 

 Tier One Service Providers Prove Their Commitment to Carrier Ethernet Services

London, UK, April 26, 2006. Seven service providers took the stage today to receive certificates confirming their compliance to the Metro Ethernet Forum’s global Carrier Ethernet Service definitions.  The ceremony took place at Light Reading’s Ethernet Expo Europe 2006, London UK, and the certificates were presented by Nan Chen, President of the MEF, and Bob Mandeville, President and Founder of Iometrix, the company responsible for the conformance testing. 

The companies receiving certification in this first round were: AT&T, Bell South, Cablevision Lightpath (the first cable operator to apply), Met-Net, ntl:Telewest Business (the first European service provider to apply), Qwest and Verizon. Commenting on the line-up, Nan Chen, the MEF’s President, said ”It is good to see Tier 1 service providers themselves leading the trend to global Carrier Ethernet services. It’s all about interoperability – customers want the simplicity, savings and flexibility of Carrier Ethernet, and global service certification helps the end user to choose suitable service providers. It’s the key facilitator for consistent, end-to-end service between regions, nations and continents.”

Interoperabilty is a vital part of the MEF’s strategy to promote Carrier Ethernet as the leading global communications technology, a remarkably successful project judging by the uptake so far. Latest figures from IDC suggest a near doubling of US Carrier Ethernet Services revenues between 2005 and 2007, reaching $3.4 billion by 2010.

”This is the world’s first ever service provider certification program” says Bob Mandeville, ”and the really significant fact is the commitment shown by the service providers themselves. The decision to apply for certification was taken at the highest level, and they typically dedicated 6 or 7 member teams embracing every other level – including strategic, operational, architectural and service expertise – to ensure their projects’ success. Such dedication marks the service providers’ commitment to Carrier Ethernet as the way forward for global networking.”

The testing involves three key stages. In the initial negotiation stage the service provider needs to prove to Iometrix that they do have a commercial Carrier Ethernet service offering that is certifiable according to any or all of Ethernet Private Line (EPL), Ethernet Virtual Private Line (EVPL) or ELAN (multipoint networking) definitions from the MEF 9 specification. This leads to the second phase, lab testing, where the service provider is required to construct a facsimile of the production network supporting their Carrier Ethernet service and then Iometrix run some 244 test cases on that system to pave the way for the third, field testing phase.  

”The lab test phase is highly critical” explains Bob Mandeville. ”This is where the real issues seem to emerge and can be dealt with in preparation for the field test, which usually runs comparatively smoothly as a result.” For the field tests, Iometrix studies the actual customer network’s topology and requires the provider to build a circuit crossing both the aggregation and core layers of the network – typically a metro area network spanning tens or hundreds of miles and so representative of a real customer circuit. Probes are then connected to run the tests remotely  - distributed probes designed and built by Iometrix especially for this purpose.

About The Metro Ethernet Forum:

The Metro Ethernet Forum (MEF) is a global industry alliance comprising of approximately 70 organizations including telecommunications service providers, network equipment/software manufacturers, semiconductors vendors and testing organizations. The MEF’s mission is to accelerate the worldwide adoption of Carrier-class Ethernet networks and services. The MEF develops Carrier Ethernet technical specifications and implementation agreements to promote interoperability and deployment of Carrier Ethernet worldwide.

For more information about the Forum, including a complete listing of all current MEF members, please visit the MEF web site at www.MetroEthernetForum.org
For photos and PPT presentation, please visit www.zonicgroup.com/press_resources/MEF
