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MEF APAC membership continues to grow
NetEvents Singapore delegates get update on recent MEF achievements 

NetEvents, Singapore, June 4th 2009: Delegates attending NetEvents Asia-Pacific Press Summit 2009 in Singapore were updated on the MEF’s (Metro Ethernet Forum) recent activities and the continuing growth in the global market for Carrier Ethernet services. Among the highlights were: Ethernet’s growing role in mobile backhaul networks, a hardware certification program for MEF 21 internetwork automated OAM, further progress on the vital issue of inter-carrier connectivity and the E-NNI, and the launch of the Ethernet Academy website. Delegates also heard details about the increasing growth in MEF membership in the Asia Pacific region.

Among new members of the MEF there was a surge in membership last year from the APAC region. In the first six months alone there were 3 from Australia – Telstra, Optus and Pipe Networks – together with Maipu Communications (China), StarHub Limited (Singapore), Wipro (India) and Telekom Malaysia.

According to MEF COO, Kevin Vachon, speaking about the third phase of the MEF’s program to promote Carrier Ethernet as a total global connectivity solution: ”So far service providers across the globe have embraced the MEF standards to deliver reliable, high quality and technically consistent services. But to deliver a truly global service there needs to be new operational solutions at the business interface between providers. Our aim is to make global Carrier Ethernet as straightforward as an intercontinental TDM phone connection. Phase 3 in the MEF’s Carrier Ethernet strategy, launched last year, is already delivering greater operational scalability and efficiency over legacy networks to take Carrier Ethernet to that next level.”

One of the first steps towards the development of a seamless E-NNI was MEF 20: User Network Interface Type 2 – automating many aspects of management at the edge of the network, followed by MEF 21 addressing the Link OAM, and the very recent launch of their MEF 21 certification program. Equipment certified to MEF 21 will reduce costs by eliminating costly truck rolls, on-site diagnostics and troubleshooting. Meanwhile the MEF Wholesale Access Interconnect Group is busy defining a basic, globally consistent wholesale provisioning agreement and template for local Ethernet access. As well as streamlining the ordering and provisioning of Ethernet access at the local level, this will greatly simplify the process of specifying a global WAN across multiple carriers. 

Following careful research within the mobile community, the MEF had announced its first Service Implementation Agreement (IA) for Carrier Ethernet services in mobile operators’ backhaul networks. Referred to as MEF 22,  the IA advises how to apply existing MEF specifications and industry standards to meet the increasing demands on RAN backhaul, driven by the growth in mobile data and other high bandwidth applications. The IA complemented the MEF 18 specification that defines Circuit Emulation Services – the technology that allows TDM services to be offered over Ethernet. The capability is key to transitioning from low capacity legacy TDM networks to highly scalable networks that will support increased bandwidth demand at lower costs, and the resulting surge in backhaul over Ethernet has made this one of the major growth areas this year.

Describing the launch of the Ethernet academy website, Kevin Vachon explained: ”The explosion of Carrier Ethernet services across the globe has created a huge demand for up-to-date information and advice – and that includes questions on transport technologies and other areas outside the remit of the MEF. The site is designed to bring the worldwide Ethernet community together to share its technical knowledge and explore and advance the frontiers of the technology. The idea is both to encourage specialist expertise and bring together these separate contributions to make a greater whole.” The site can be accessed at: www.ethernetacademy.org 

For more detail on NetEvents Singapore, with transcripts from the debate sessions and presentations go to http://www.netevents.org/
About The MEF:

The MEF is a global industry alliance comprising more than 150 organizations including telecommunications service providers, cable MSOs, network equipment/software manufacturers, semiconductors vendors and testing organizations. The MEF’s mission is to accelerate the worldwide adoption of Carrier-class Ethernet networks and services. The MEF develops Carrier Ethernet technical specifications and implementation agreements to promote interoperability and deployment of Carrier Ethernet worldwide.

For more information about the Forum, including a complete listing of all current MEF members, please visit the MEF web site at http://www.MetroEthernetForum.org/
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