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MEF President Announces New Strategic Marketing Focus

Targeting the enterprise, new board members and details of  forthcoming CE certification program 
26th September, St George’s Bay, Malta ​ – An exciting new initiative by MEF Marketing targeted directly at the enterprise, new board members from the cable industry, and details of the forthcoming MEF 18 Circuit Emulation certification – these were some of the changes revealed today by Nan Chen, MEF President, at NetEvents European Press Summit, St. George’s Bay, Malta. He also commented on feedback from the recent launch of the MEF’s “Carrier Ethernet for Business” World Tour in New York with keynote presentation by Don Tapscott, CEO the New Paradigms think tank, and co-author of the international best seller “Wikinomics: How Mass Collaboration Changes Everything”.

“Don was excited about the role of Carrier Ethernet in his vision” according to Nan Chen. “He recognized its importance as an underlying fabric to allow that critical level of mass collaboration needed for the new Web2.0 business opportunity being promoted in this World Tour.” 

Don Tapscott had suggested that even mature companies like Boeing, BMW, IBM and Procter & Gamble are developing more open, porous boundaries to harness external resources rather than do everything internally. “Their leaders have seized on collaboration and self-organization as powerful new levers to cut costs, innovate faster, co-create with customers and partners, and create a 21st century business environment.” 
Mike Tighe, MEF Chairman and Executive Director Strategy, Verizon Corp summed up the reasons for the MEF’s new enterprise marketing focus, saying “The MEF has done a great job promoting Carrier Ethernet to service providers, as evidenced by the global adoption of MEF specifications and certification and the expansion of their Ethernet service portfolios. As enterprises become aware of the tremendous value proposition and availability of Ethernet services, they buy the services, hence it makes good business sense for the MEF to now adopt an enterprise focus”
Other topics mentioned were the MEF’s recent surge in membership, up nearly 100% over the past 2 years, with 2 new board members being elected from the cable industry to reflecting the importance of the MEF that sector. The newest board members are: Kevin Curran, Senior VP Marketing, Cablevision Systems and Louise Wasilewski, VP Business Development, PhyFlex Networks from the cable sector, and Dennis Kruse, head of international business development at Orange Business Services. As Nan Chen, MEF President, commented, “with eight directors returning for another year’s term, the new board better reflects the increasing diversification of our membership”. 

Other announcements were an update on the continuing success of the certification program – with certified products and services increasing tenfold in those same 2 years – and details of the forthcoming certification 

to MEF 18 “Abstract Test Suite for Circuit Emulation Services over Ethernet based on MEF 8”. The opportunity to transport the vast installed base of TDM circuits over Ethernet services, means that circuit emulation services will provide significant revenue to service providers investing in Ethernet services, as well as equally significant cost-savings for their enterprise customers.

About The MEF:

The MEF is a global industry alliance comprising more than 135 organizations including telecommunications service providers, cable MSOs, network equipment/software manufacturers, semiconductors vendors and testing organizations. The MEF’s mission is to accelerate the worldwide adoption of Carrier-class Ethernet networks and services. The MEF develops Carrier Ethernet technical specifications and implementation agreements to promote interoperability and deployment of Carrier Ethernet worldwide.

For more information about the Forum, including a complete listing of all current MEF members, please visit the MEF web site at http://www.MetroEthernetForum.org/
