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european carrier ethernet Service Provider of the Year Awards announced at Carrier Ethernet World Congress (CEWC)
NetEvents, 28th September, 2006: Winners of the prestigious “Carrier Ethernet European Service Provider of the Year Awards - 2006” were announced at the second annual CEWC in Madrid this week. 
Daniel Bar-Lev, MEF Marketing Co-Chair presented this year’s “Best in Business” award to Orange Business Services and the award for “Outstanding Innovation” to COLT. Daniel commented: “I’m delighted to present these awards to such worthy winners. Carrier Ethernet is really taking off around the globe and here are two fine examples from Service Providers leading the way with deployment of Carrier Ethernet services in Europe”.

With over 400 senior professionals from Ethernet Service Providers, vendors and end users attending this year’s CEWC, the event underlines the rapid acceptance of Carrier Ethernet services and technologies, especially within Europe.
"Being recognized as the "Best in Business, Service Provider of the year" by a blue-chip organization dedicated to the adoption of carrier-class Ethernet services is a great honor. This award illustrates Orange Business Services' goal to be a leader in Ethernet solutions," said Danny Cote, Head of Network Solutions. "Available today in 17 countries, our Ethernet portfolio is clearly aimed to support the international needs of our customers."
In accepting the award,  Dr Alireza Mahmoodshahi, CTO at COLT said: "We are delighted to have won an ’MEF European Service Provider of the Year’ award for the second year in a row, last year for 'Best in Business' and this year for 'Outstanding Innovation'. In the last 12 months, we have focused on extending the coverage and value-added features of our Ethernet portfolio significantly with off-net connectivity, Classes of Service and most recently, the introduction of ‘Ethernet in First Mile’ technology. We are seeing real customer demand for the high speeds and simplicity offered by Ethernet services and this technology is very much at the heart of our future technology strategy."

Worldwide Ethernet services revenue grew to $5.9 billion in 2005, and is expected to jump another 280% between 2005 and 2009 to $22.5 billion, according to Infonetics Research’s latest report, Ethernet Services market size and forecast.

“Since Ethernet offers more bandwidth without increasing WAN costs, it’s growing in popularity, even among small and medium businesses, and among remote and branch offices of large businesses—the very customers service providers are targeting for new revenue,” said Michael Howard, principal analyst at Infonetics Research.

Bob Mandeville, President of Iometrix, the company responsible for Carrier Ethernet conformance testing, also presented the most recent round of certifications at CEWC to equipment vendors and Service Providers. The latest equipment vendors achieving MEF14 certification included Aktino, Anda, Ciena, Cisco, Ericsson, Huawei Technologies, Lucent, Siemens, Tellabs, UTStarcom and White Rock Networks. Additionally, COLT, Orange Business Services/FT, PT Prime and Swisscom successfully passed the Service Provider certification testing compliant to MEF9. 

Since the launch of the Carrier Ethernet Certification Program in April 2005, over 200 systems have been certified from 31 vendors and 11 service providers. The program’s attributes encompassing standardized services, scalability, service management, reliability and quality of service, have had a significant impact on the adoption of Carrier Ethernet - particularly for the provisioning of business and residential services via broadband-based access networks over the past 18 months. 

These services include converged data/voice/video for small to medium businesses in addition to backhaul networks for WiFi and triple-play services for residential applications to name but a few.
“Of even greater significance is the rapid acceptance in such a short space of time, of Carrier Ethernet as the preferred transport mechanism for mission critical applications including site-to-site access, server consolidation, disaster recovery, Internet and remote Wi-Fi access for emergency services” stated Mike Tighe, Director of Strategy for Verizon Business and MEF Chairman of the Board. 
This has been possible as a result of the acceptance of Carrier Ethernet specifications by such a broad range of vendors and Service Providers plus the independent testing confirming Carrier Ethernet’s ability to deliver, performance, reliability, control, scalability and significant cost savings over alternative transport offerings.
About The Metro Ethernet Forum:

The Metro Ethernet Forum (MEF) is a global industry alliance comprising of more than 90 organizations including telecommunications service providers, network equipment/software manufacturers, semiconductors vendors and testing organizations. The MEF’s mission is to accelerate the worldwide adoption of Carrier-class Ethernet networks and services. The MEF develops Carrier Ethernet technical specifications and implementation agreements to promote interoperability and deployment of Carrier Ethernet worldwide.

For more information about the Forum, including a complete listing of all current MEF members, please visit the MEF web site at www.MetroEthernetForum.org
About COLT

COLT is a leading European provider of business communications. COLT specialises in providing data, voice and managed services to midsize and major businesses and wholesale customers. It has more than 50,000 customers across all industry sectors. COLT owns and operates a 13-country, 20,000km network that includes metropolitan area networks in 32 major European cities with direct fibre connections into 10,000 buildings and 14 COLT data centres.  

COLT Telecom Group S.A. is listed on the London Stock Exchange (COLT). Information about COLT and its services can be found at www.colt.net.
About Orange Business Services

Orange Business Services represents the business communications solutions and services provided by the France Telecom Group as of June 1st, 2006. They were previously sold under the France Telecom, Orange, Equant, Etrali, Almerys, EGT, Expertel Consulting, France Telecom Intelmatique, SETIB and Solicia brands. The offers include converged voice, data and mobile services as well as IT expertise and managed services, all designed to transform business processes and improve productivity. Orange Business Services is present in 166 countries and territories and serves customers in 220. www.orange-business.com
