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MEF takes one more step in China
 – 2 new members join in: China Telecom and PCCW – 
Beijing, China: September 7, 2006. Four years on from his first keynote speech at the world’s premier Ethernet event “Ethernet World” Beijing, Nan Chen, President of the Metro Ethernet Forum (MEF) presented to an audience of over 1,500 IT professionals. His topic for this years Keynote was ” A New World with Carrier Ethernet” reflecting Carrier Ethernet’s evolution from ”best effort” origins to the technology of choice for mission-critical communications, that power the next generation Internet.
His presentation began with a survey of latest developments – including the full definition of Carrier Ethernet and an update on Ethernet’s recent invasion of the access space. Other topics included announcements of the 2nd Asia Pacific Carrier Ethernet Service provider of Year awards and the latest on the MEF certification programs. He also announced further expansion of the MEF’s activities and membership - including two new significant members, China Telecom and PCCW.

”I am honored to keynote this conference for the fourth time, and it marks a vital milestone in the worldwide adoption of Ethernet” said Nan Chen during his Keynote speech. ”In 2003 I introduced Ethernet as a potential carrier solution backed by the commitment and dedication of our members. Since its official launch last year, Carrier Ethernet has become one of the fastest growing sectors in telecommunications despite its perceived origins from a best-effort LAN technology. And now, with this year’s introduction of MEF 14 certification, the tide is turning and high speed Carrier Ethernet is being increasingly deployed to link vital medical and financial trading applications, to deliver On Demand home entertainment, and to back-haul mobile applications.”
MEF 14 equipment certification, announced earlier this year, marks Carrier Ethernet’s ability to deliver Quality of Service in a standardized, independently verified manner, giving confidence that the equipment in the network is capable of providing tightly specified SLA behavior in terms of assured bandwidth and application responsiveness. This is vital for mission critical networks such as the Virginia Mason Medical Centre’s Ethernet link that takes CT and MRI scanner images from a mobile facility back to the medical team in Seattle for on-the spot diagnosis.

Nan Chen also announced two new MEF members – China Telecom and Hong Kong’s PCCW – bringing current membership approaching 90 companies. During the MEF’s press conference at this event Mrs.Gloria Zhang, Deputy Managing Director, International Business, China Telecom commented, “China Telecom hopes through joining the MEF and actively participating in the MEF’s activities to further expand its business and international cooperation. Meanwhile, China Telecom is utilizing its advanced carrier class Metro Ethernet Network to provide better services to their customers.” 
Both China Telecom and PCCW were also among the winners of the MEF’s prestigious”Asia-Pacific Service Provider of the Year” awards. 
This year China Telecom Shanghai Information Networks took the “Best in Business” award, while PCCW was chosen for the “Outstanding Innovation” award. By awarding both for technological innovation and business practice the MEF is encouraging service providers not only to adopt Carrier Ethernet but also to find imaginative ways to exploit its power and flexibility to integrate new service offerings with world class business practice – including delivering new solutions for mission critical applications.

“PCCW is proud to be awarded the 'Service Provider of the Year - Outstanding Innovation' for our technological innovation and best business practice,” says Gary Chow, Managing Director of PCCW Commercial Group. “We are very pleased to see our innovative Ethernet-based service offerings recognized by both the judging panel and our valued customers in the Asia Pacific region.  This award significantly illustrates PCCW' s key differentiations in the eye of its customers which further reinforces PCCW’s leadership position”.
Mr. Du Jun, Deputy General Manager of China Telecom Shanghai Information Networks commented ”We are honoured to receive this presigeous award in recognition for developing a strong business case for Carrier Ethernet - many existing customers are now leveraging Carrier Ethernet solutions to move towards Ethernet/ATM convergence”.  
”The more people involved, the more ideas we generate as to how to make things work even better” adds Nan Chen. ”We're working on the Internet’s very foundation, so Carrier Ethernet is also becoming the overall infrastructure for the global networking economy”.

About The Metro Ethernet Forum:

The Metro Ethernet Forum (MEF) is a global industry alliance comprising more than 80 organizations including telecommunications service providers, network equipment/software manufacturers, semiconductors vendors and testing organizations. The MEF’s mission is to accelerate the worldwide adoption of Carrier-class Ethernet networks and services. The MEF develops Carrier Ethernet technical specifications and implementation agreements to promote interoperability and deployment of Carrier Ethernet worldwide.

For more information about the Forum, including a complete listing of all current MEF members, please visit the MEF web site at www.MetroEthernetForum.org
