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New Delhi Press Conference Spearheads India’s Carrier Ethernet Revolution

Latest telecoms market data and deployment studies on the sector’s hottest global topic

New Delhi, 19th March - The Metro Ethernet Forum (MEF) marked Carrier Ethernet’s triumphant entry into the Indian telecoms market today with a high profile press conference at the Oberoi, New Delhi prior to the opening of the Convergence exhibition. India, though a relatively late starter compared with regions that have experienced explosive growth in Carrier Ethernet deployment over the last 18 months, is seen by industry analysts as potentially one of the top global Carrier Ethernet growth markets over the next 5 years. Those attending were treated to a preview of the very latest developments in Carrier Ethernet technology and the MEF’s plans for 2007, as well as seeing new deployment case studies from a number of Service Providers including VSNL. 

”The flexibility and performance of Carrier Ethernet could give India’s telecoms infrastructure the boost it really needs” explained Nan Chen, MEF President. ”The past 18 months have seen Carrier Ethernet become one of the hottest growth areas in Telecoms in North America, Europe and parts of Asia. According to Infonetics Research the Carrier Ethernet equipment market is expected to expand a further $49.6 billion over the next 5 years and Ethernet Services revenues will accumulate to $ 69.2 billion during the same period. Although India is relatively new to this Carrier Ethernet revolution, the growth potential is outstanding”.

Tejas Networks an emerging leader in next-generation optical networking products, announced the shipment of their 100,000th  Ethernet port compliant to  the Metro Ethernet Forum’s MEF 9 (Carrier Ethernet Service Tests) and MEF 14 (Traffic  Management Certification) technical specifications. According to Sanjay Nayak, CEO & MD, Tejas: ”this volume of shipments underlines the extent to which Carrier Ethernet has already become a significant factor in the Indian market.”  

Carrier Ethernet’s power to support mission critical applications was demonstrated by VSNL’s impressive performance stats for Carrier Ethernet running over their new “LIVE” global network. Abhishek Javeri, CEO & MD, LifeStyle Networks based in Mumbai launched their new wireless Carrier Ethernet service for the Indian market. Mr. Hemant Malik, Dy. General Manager, Bharti Airtel Ltd., provided a concise update on their Carrier Ethernet for Business service offering, while other MEF member companies discussed recent examples of Carrier Ethernet deployment and described new generation services which will soon be available to businesses throughout India. The vital role of standards and the MEF certification programmes was also on the agenda.
“We were delighted to be the first Service Provider in India to pass MEF 9 certification – both for VSNL’s Global Ethernet service and VSNL’s national and metro Ethernet service” said John Hoffman, Product Manager for International Ethernet, VSNL. "With India being tipped as one of the world’s hottest Carrier Ethernet growth markets, we are proud to be leading the field. Certification is a mark of recognition and, more significantly, it assures the customer that we can deliver and interoperate to recognised global standards. The next key specification important to offering a reliable service for mission critical applications to Enterprise customers in India and across the globe is MEF 14, which we plan to achieve by the end of 2007."

”The very fact that India’s telecoms infrastructure lags behind that of the old major economies presents a major opportunity in itself” was how Nan Chen summed up the day’s underlying message. ”With a market that is in effect a clean slate, India's carriers are in some cases moving straight into next-generation services, and Carrier Ethernet is considered to be the simplest, quickest and most widely acceptable way to bypass old circuit-emulation technologies and migrate directly to next generation networks. We will be explaining just how important this opportunity could be.”

The MEF presence is to be reinforced the next day at Convergence, New Delhi, with their own booth featuring MEF members - including Tejas, Atrica, Corrigent, Redback / Ericsson, Infovista, Foundry, Ciena and VSNL - prepared to discuss the latest Carrier Ethernet services and how they can support business and enhance communications across India.

About The Metro Ethernet Forum:

The Metro Ethernet Forum (MEF) is a global industry alliance comprising more than 115 organizations including telecommunications service providers, cable MSOs, network equipment/software manufacturers, semiconductors vendors and testing organizations. The MEF’s mission is to accelerate the worldwide adoption of Carrier-class Ethernet networks and services. The MEF develops Carrier Ethernet technical specifications and implementation agreements to promote interoperability and deployment of Carrier Ethernet worldwide.

For more information about the Forum, including a complete listing of all current MEF members, please visit the MEF web site at http://www.MetroEthernetForum.org/
