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METRO ETHERNET FORUM AND EANTC 

FIRST TO SHOW MULTI-VENDOR INTEROPERABILITY IN EUROPE

12 Companies to Demonstrate End-to-End Interoperability 

at Carrier Ethernet World Congress, Berlin, Germany

CEWC, Berlin, Germany, September 13th, 2005  – Europe's very first public Carrier Ethernet interoperability demonstration will be a feature of the Carrier Ethernet World Congress in Berlin, Germany, September 13-15, 2005. The Metro Ethernet Forum (MEF) announced today that twelve vendors will be demonstrating interoperability and scalability of Carrier Ethernet implementations, including  E-Line (point to point) and E-LAN (multipoint) business applications plus residential triple play applications including voice over IP and video broadcasting traffic supplied by CPE devices and emulators.

This interoperability event has been organized by the European Advanced Networking Test Center (EANTC), supported by T-Systems, and sponsored by the Metro Ethernet Forum. Participants include: Actelis, Agilent Technologies, Alcatel, Cisco Systems, Ixia, RAD Data Communications, Riverstone Networks, Shenick, Siemens, Spirent Communications, Stratex Networks, and T-Pack.  The demonstration, showcasing the results of a private hot-stage event that occurred last week at EANTC, realizes residential and business Ethernet services over a protected, Quality of Service enabled, multi-vendor Carrier Ethernet network..

“Interoperability is a key factor in our strategy” explained Nan Chen, President and Director of the MEF. “The MEF specifications are laying down the ground rules for consistent Carrier Ethernet Services worldwide. That, plus the confidence that comes from demonstrable interoperability, is making a significant impact on the global uptake of Carrier Ethernet – already one of the fastest growing sectors in the industry.”

 “The MEF specifications really helped to reach multi-vendor interoperability at the User-Network Interface (UNI) without complications,” said Carsten Rossenhoevel, Managing Director at EANTC. “We look forward to using MEF Network-Network Interface (NNI) specifications to provide guidance on the numerous implementation options we face in that area.” 

T-Systems, a member of MEF, supported this event and reviewed the interoperability test plan and network design. “We are about to introduce packet oriented Ethernet services based on carrier-grade Ethernet transport networks,” said Ralf-Peter Braun, T-Systems. “As a carrier, multi-vendor interoperability is an important prerequisite for us to implement carrier-grade Ethernet networks.” 

A white paper with detailed configurations and results of the interoperability test is publicly available from http://www.eantc.de/cewc05.

About The Metro Ethernet Forum:

The Metro Ethernet Forum (MEF) is a global industry alliance comprising of approximately 70 organizations including telecommunications service providers, network equipment/software manufacturers, semiconductors vendors and testing organizations. The MEF’s mission is to accelerate the worldwide adoption of Carrier-class Ethernet networks and services. The MEF develops Carrier Ethernet technical specifications and implementation agreements to promote interoperability and deployment of Carrier Ethernet worldwide.

For more information about the Forum, including a complete listing of all current MEF members, please visit the MEF web site at www.MetroEthernetForum.org
About EANTC

The European Advanced Networking Test Center (EANTC) offers vendor-neutral network test facilities for manufacturers, service providers, and enterprise customers. Primary business areas include interoperability, conformance, and performance testing for Ethernet, IP, ATM, MPLS, and broadband voice-related network technologies and applications. EANTC provides network-related services including consulting and seminars for ATM, MPLS, and other networking technologies. For more information about EANTC contact Carsten Rossenhövel, Managing Director, at +49.30.3180595-0 or via e-mail at cross@eantc.com. http://www.eantc.com

About T-Systems

T-Systems is one of Europe's leading providers of information and communications technology (ICT). Within the Deutsche Telekom Group, T-Systems is responsible for supporting the business customer segment, ranging from medium-sized and large companies all the way up to multinational corporations and public institutions. The company has 51,000 employees in over 20 countries worldwide and posted revenues of nearly 13 billion EUR in 2004. 

The company optimizes processes and cuts costs for its customers, thus providing them additional flexibility for their core business. It does this by making targeted use of industry expertise and cutting-edge technology. T-Systems' services encompass all levels of the information and communications technology value chain, spanning from ICT infrastructure and ICT solutions, up to, and including, business process management. 

For more information about the company and its services, see www.t-systems.com.
