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MEF celebrates its 100th member

Milestone in Carrier Ethernet’s year of exceptional growth

Hong Kong, December 4th 2006: The Metro Ethernet Forum announced today its hundredth member, ARRIS, marking another milestone in a year of exceptional growth. ARRIS, based in Georgia, USA, sees its MEF membership as a key component in its mission to provide broadband local access networks with innovative, best-in-class video, high-speed data and telephony systems to deliver voice, video and data to the home and business. Other cable equipment and MSO companies are clearly in accord, as ARRIS joins a wave of recent sign-ups, including Cox and Time Warner Cable, so that the MEF membership has jumped over 40% in the last 12 months, while the Carrier Ethernet market is itself anticipating exceptional growth in the next 5 years.

”There is no other industry forum enjoying such wide appeal as the MEF today,” says Michael Howard, principal analyst at Infonetics Research. ”The MEF is known for dynamism and strong member benefits – well beyond just being a standards body. In addition to its technical achievements, the MEF is recognised for its exceptional promotion of Carrier Ethernet, and the fact that we expect the metro Ethernet equipment market to expand a further $49 billion over the next 5 years is proof of its effectiveness as an industry driver.” 

“We see great value in having products like our CSA9000 Commercial Services aggregator and Commercial Services Gateway become MEF-certified,” said ARRIS New Business Ventures President. Bryant Isaacs.  “MEF leads the way in developing Carrier Ethernet Services for the rapidly-growing Business Services market, and the ability to deploy Ethernet Services using our advanced DOCSIS and Ethernet platforms will enable MSOs to deliver high bandwidth voice and data services to the lucrative Business Services market.”

The MEF is a non-profit global organization whose mission is to accelerate worldwide adoption of Carrier-class Ethernet. Its members –including telecommunications service providers, network equipment/software manufacturers, semiconductors vendors and testing organizations – play an active role in standardizing wide-area Ethernet networking, as well as helping drive equipment and service certification programs and being among the first participants. MEF-sponsored activities help members enhance their PR visibility and better position their Carrier Ethernet products and services. Enjoying privileged access to data on Carrier Ethernet market directions and industry/technology trends, members are also encouraged to network in an informal, non-competitive environment.

The announcement was made today at an MEF press briefing of cable industry members including Cox Communications, Time Warner Cable, Optimum Lightpath, ARRIS Networks and Narad Networks. Nan Chen, President of the MEF, made the announcement and commented: ”We launched the MEF in July 2001. The initial spadework involved building a common worldwide mindshare prior to laying down initial technical specifications and, during 2003 and 2004, providing the first technical demonstrations. April 2005 marked the next significant milestone with the definition of Carrier Ethernet and the subsequent launch of our first certification program – we now have 31 MEF certified equipment manufacturers. A year later, April 2006, the first seven carriers received MEF certification and we now have 14 certified carriers. The hundredth member marks another milestone in a year of exceptional growth. The Forum embraces both market giants and technology startups, service providers and equipment and technology vendors. We have members from North America, Europe and Asia Pacific and, most recently, we have the cable industry joining us alongside the telcos.”

Ethernet inventor Bob Metcalfe, who is the MEF's Advisory Director, said, "According to IDC, a quarter billion new Ethernet switch ports shipped in 2005, extending the Internet's plumbing to something like a billion users worldwide.  MEF's standardization of Carrier Ethernet has been very timely, driving the migration of commercial Internet access to native-mode high-speed end-to-end packet-switched Ethernet plumbing. MSOs are embracing Carrier Ethernet to provide commercial services and eventually to deliver the residential quadruple play – video, voice, mobile, and Internet – through the deepening fibers of their HFC networks."

Note: To download PPT, FAQ and additional briefing materials see:

http://www.zonicgroup.com/press_resources/mef/
About the MEF

The Metro Ethernet Forum (MEF) is a global industry alliance comprising a hundred organizations including telecommunications service providers, network equipment/software manufacturers, semiconductors vendors and testing organizations. The MEF’s mission is to accelerate the worldwide adoption of Carrier-class Ethernet networks and services. The MEF develops Carrier Ethernet technical specifications and implementation agreements to promote interoperability and deployment of Carrier Ethernet worldwide.

For more information about the Forum, including a complete listing of all current MEF members, please visit the MEF web site at www.MetroEthernetForum.org
About ARRIS 

ARRIS provides broadband local access networks with best-in-class video, high-speed data, mobile and fixed-line telephony systems for the delivery of voice, video and data to their residential and small-to-medium sized business customers. ARRIS complete solutions enhance the reliability and value of converged services from the network to the end-user.  Additionally, ARRIS provides a complete set of tools and cable system infrastructure products, and deploys wireless DOCSIS®-based solutions to serve customers not passed by cable plant.  Headquartered in Suwanee, Georgia, USA, ARRIS has R&D centers in Atlanta, Chicago and Cork, Ireland and operates support and sales offices throughout the world. Information about ARRIS products and services can be found at www.arrisi.com.

