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MEF 18 to challenge E1/T1 TDM dependence

Certified Circuit Emulation Services over Ethernet provide migration path to Ethernet backhaul and TDM PBX linking
11th February, Mobile World Congress, Barcelona ​ – The MEF (Metro Ethernet Forum) has laid down the gauntlet with a direct challenge to TDM dominance of the mobile backhaul market. The MEF 18 Circuit Emulation Services over Ethernet (CESoETH) certification program, announced today, not only promises to transform the backhaul market, it also presents a clear migration path from legacy TDM dependence to flexible, simple and cost-effective Carrier Ethernet networks. The certifications will be performed by the MEF approved test lab, Iometrix.
“The MEF 18 Certification Program consists of a rigorous set of ‘real world’ simulations to assure service providers, equipment manufacturers, enterprises and end-users that CESoETH systems and services are compliant with the MEF specifications for Circuit Emulation Services over Ethernet” stated Nan Chen, MEF president. “These specifications address a whole raft of critical impairments, such as delay variation, packet loss and delay. CES over Ethernet is another big step in the industry's progression towards entirely packet-based networks.”

Three main beneficiaries from the certification program will be service providers, mobile backhaul providers and end-user enterprises. Service providers will be able to integrate their TDM services with emerging Ethernet services over a single Carrier Ethernet network. This will allow them meet the strong demand for cost efficient, scalable Carrier Ethernet services without sacrificing revenues from the legacy TDM services. It also provides a smooth migration from CES to Carrier Ethernet for their customers.
Mobile backhaul providers can slash their access costs by replacing multiple TDM circuits with just one high capacity low cost Ethernet connection and the access technology can be selected for the physical media available. 

The good news for end users begins with reduced subscription costs, as CESoETH enables them to use a single service provider for all communication needs – including Internet access, voice applications and other circuit-switched applications ​using T1/E1 rates. With many enterprises having a large installed base of PBXs, CESoETH enables transparent PBX-to-PBX applications and signaling over Carrier Ethernet. Enterprises can now enjoy the numerous benefits of Carrier Ethernet as they transition to an all-IP network, while at the same time, preserving their investments and in-house expertise in legacy TDM systems.

“The Iometrix Test Plan is designed to provide a high level of confidence in CES over Ethernet through a total of 334 stringent test cases,” Said Bob Mandeville, president and founder of the certification lab Iometrix. “We have created a totally new test bed for CESoETH certification, capable of introducing impairments in a strictly repeatable fashion for the first time in the industry. This MEF certification will set the benchmark for the industry.”

The indication from industry sources within the 135+ member strong MEF are that between 5% & 15% of the $100bn circuit-based services market will be carried over integrated networks by 2011. This Certification Program will accelerate the anticipated $2.5bn to $7.5bn product revenue for that market.
About MEF 18

MEF 18 has the full title: “Abstract Test Suite for Circuit Emulation Services over Ethernet based on MEF 8”. MEF 8 is “Implementation Agreement for the Emulation of PDH Circuits over Metro Ethernet Networks.” This is commonly known as Circuit Emulation Services over Ethernet.
About The MEF:

The MEF is a global industry alliance comprising more than 135 organizations including telecommunications service providers, cable MSOs, network equipment/software manufacturers, semiconductors vendors and testing organizations. The MEF’s mission is to accelerate the worldwide adoption of Carrier-class Ethernet networks and services. The MEF develops Carrier Ethernet technical specifications and implementation agreements to promote interoperability and deployment of Carrier Ethernet worldwide.

For more information about the Forum, including a complete listing of all current MEF members, please visit the MEF web site at http://www.MetroEthernetForum.org/
