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MEF appoints Dennis Kruse as Chairman 

Quinto do Lago, Portugal, Sept 25, 2008: ​ –  Dennis Kruse, Vice President of  Network Solutions at Orange Business Services, has been elected Chairman of the MEF board. The announcement was made today by Nan Chen, President, MEF, following the decision by Mike Tighe, Director of Corporate Strategy, Verizon Business, to step down after a very successful chairmanship that has seen a surge in MEF membership and commitment across the globe. 

“We are delighted to have Dennis heading our board,” explains Nan Chen. “He brings considerable marketing and product management experience to the MEF at a time when the demand for Carrier Ethernet services to businesses is rising sharply. Uptake has been especially strong in Europe, where Orange is playing a dynamic role with new products like the i-SAN Storage Area Network over fiber. Meanwhile I would like to express my thanks to Mike Tighe for all he has done for us, and to wish him well for the future.”

At Orange Business Services, Dennis manages the global marketing strategy, product positioning, pricing and external marketing communications for international network services. In 2003, Dennis joined Orange Business Services – formerly Equant – to lead the VPN business unit.  With more than 25 years of experience in telecommunications, Dennis held several international management positions at AT&T, including Managing Director of International Data Services; General Manager of Europe, Middle East and Africa (EMEA) Consumer Marketing, based in Brussels, Belgium; and Managing Director, AT&T Germany, in Frankfurt.

“It’s an exciting time to be heading the MEF board,” commented Dennis Kruse. ”Recent research from Vertical Systems Group says Carrier Ethernet is going to be a US $30.7 billion market by 2012. This is in large part due to the work already done by the MEF in both defining the tehnology and establishing a global certification process. Now we are poised to enter the third phase of our development: to address the business and technical challenges of fully scalable worldwide networking.”

About The MEF 

The MEF is a global industry alliance comprising more than 145 organizations including telecommunications service providers, cable MSOs, network equipment/software manufacturers, semiconductors vendors and testing organizations. The MEF’s mission is to accelerate the worldwide adoption of Carrier-class Ethernet networks and services. The MEF develops Carrier Ethernet technical specifications and implementation agreements to promote interoperability and deployment of Carrier Ethernet worldwide.

For more information about the Forum, including a complete listing of all current MEF members, please visit the MEF web site at http://www.MetroEthernetForum.org/
