[image: image1.jpg]METRG! ernet





USA & International PR contact:           
EMEA:



Asia Pacific:


Mark Fox




Helen Whitworth


Shirley Yeh


Zonic Group PR



Zonic PR EMEA


Zonic PR Asia


mfox@ZonicGroup.com


hwhitworth@ZonicGroup.com

syeh@ZonicGroup.com
+1 408 504 8665



+44 (0) 870 760 9248

+8621 5115 4551 x1221 

or +44 7836 248110

Metro Ethernet Forum Announces european carrier ethernet Service Provider of the Year Awards 2006 

London 3rd  July, 2006: Nan Chen, Founding President of the Metro Ethernet Forum (MEF), today announced details of their prestigious “Carrier Ethernet European Service Provider of the Year 2006 Awards”.  The awards are sponsored by the MEF and winners will be announced at The Carrier Ethernet World Congress (CEWC) in Madrid on Tuesday 26th September 2006.

The forthcoming European awards will cover both business practice and outstanding Carrier Ethernet innovation. As global metro Ethernet deployment continues to grow, the MEF European Carrier Ethernet Service Provider of the year award will again set a new milestone in how creativity is changing the ways in which the world communicates.

COLT was last year’s winner for the “Service Provider of the Year - Best in Business” award.  Alireza Mahmoodshahi, COLT’s Chief Technology Officer, in accepting the award, mentioned how COLT had seen growing demand for Ethernet to replace complex traditional networking with a far simpler and modern infrastructure. 

FLAG Telecom was named “Service Provider of the Year for Outstanding Innovation 2005”.  At the awards event, FLAG’s Head of IP, Peter Hutterli, spoke of how FLAG had refined its Global Ethernet service and worked with customers to develop and deliver the services they and their end-users needed. 

According to Nan Chen “Exciting metro Ethernet deployments are rolling out across Europe. The European mainland has undergone much change in the last decade and the extension of the European Community eastward has and continues to be a key driver for many carriers and service providers. Given the level of activity and the breadth of new coverage in the European market, we anticipate an excellent field of contenders and a real-time snapshot of the power of communication.”

Metro Ethernet technology gives service providers every opportunity to innovatively integrate new service offerings. The MEF Carrier Ethernet awards are a constant reminder of the variety of methods available to exploit the power of metro Ethernet and the individuality of Service Providers in the industry. The MEF European Carrier Ethernet Service Provider of the Year Awards 2006 will once again honour that distinction.

Key dates for the European Carrier Ethernet Service Provide of the Year Awards 2006 sponsored by the Metro Ethernet Forum

Entry forms for both awards are available from the MEF website at www.MetroEthernetForum.org/ 
Entry deadline: September 15th , 2006
Shortlist announcement: September 22nd, 2006

The winners will be announced at an exclusive VIP cocktail reception hosted by the MEF in Madrid on Wednesday 27th September, 2006. 

About The Metro Ethernet Forum:

The Metro Ethernet Forum (MEF) is a global industry alliance comprising of more than 80 organizations including telecommunications service providers, network equipment/software manufacturers, semiconductors vendors and testing organizations. The MEF’s mission is to accelerate the worldwide adoption of Carrier-class Ethernet networks and services. The MEF develops Carrier Ethernet technical specifications and implementation agreements to promote interoperability and deployment of Carrier Ethernet worldwide.

For more information about the Forum, including a complete listing of all current MEF members, please visit the MEF web site at www.MetroEthernetForum.org
