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MEF Announces European 2007

Carrier Ethernet Service Provider Awards

Colt for “Best in Business” and Verizon Business for “Outstanding Innovation” 

26th September, St George’s Bay, Malta ​ – The winners of the Metro Ethernet Forum’s prestigious ”European Carrier Ethernet Service Provider of the Year” awards were announced today – with Colt receiving the ”Best in Business” award and Verizon Business the ”Outstanding Innovation” award. The awards were presented by Nan Chen, President of the Metro Ethernet Forum (MEF) at the Carrier Ethernet World Congress yesterday evening.
“The last two years have seen a surge in MEF membership, and the competition gets stronger each year” commented Nan Chen. “ The quality of this year’s European entries prove that world class services are widely available for enterprises ready to experience the greater flexibility, scalability and cost-effectiveness of Carrier Ethernet.”

COLT has already achieved two awards as MEF European Service Provider of the Year. The company has a long-standing commitment to Ethernet dating back to 1993 when they launched their first point-to-point Ethernet service, leading on to Ethernet over DSL, hub-and-spoke and any-to-any connectivity. In 2006 they added Ethernet in the First Mile (EFM ) over unbundled local loop. The judges particularly commended Colt’s service coverage and leadership in the field.

Verizon also scored highly on service coverage, with an emphasis on market penetration and service innovation – notably an increase in available speeds up to 1000 Mbps, continuous expansion of services (such as ordering, billing and trouble ticketing) easily accessed via their on-line customer portal, and adding bandwidth-on-demand to their EVPL and VPLS services.

The judges were chosen from key industry analysts covering this sector in Europe. By awarding both for serviceinnovation and business practice, the MEF is encouraging service providers not just to adopt Carrier Ethernet but to use their innovative skills to find imaginative ways to exploit its power and flexibility to integrate new service offerings with world class business practice.

“Small and medium businesses and remote and branch offices of large businesses especially like Ethernet and IP MPLS VPNs because they offer considerably more bandwidth with little or no increased WAN costs” commented Michael Howard, principal analyst and co-founder of Infonetics Research. “These are the customers being targeted by service providers for new revenue, and the finalists’ excellent service coverage and standard of delivery will do much to accelerate the EMEA business community’s move to Carrier Ethernet services.” 

About The MEF:

The MEF is a global industry alliance comprising more than 135 organizations including telecommunications service providers, cable MSOs, network equipment/software manufacturers, semiconductors vendors and testing organizations. The MEF’s mission is to accelerate the worldwide adoption of Carrier-class Ethernet networks and services. The MEF develops Carrier Ethernet technical specifications and implementation agreements to promote interoperability and deployment of Carrier Ethernet worldwide.

For more information about the Forum, including a complete listing of all current MEF members, please visit the MEF web site at http://www.MetroEthernetForum.org/
