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MEF Announces EMEA 2008

Carrier Ethernet Service Provider Awards

Colt for “Service Innovation” and Verizon for “Best in Business” 

26th September, NetEvents, Portugal ​ – The winners of the MEF’s prestigious ”EMEA Carrier Ethernet Service Provider of the Year” awards have been announced – with Colt receiving the award for ”Outstanding Service Innovation” and Verizon the ”Best in Business” award. The awards were presented by Nan Chen, President of the Metro Ethernet Forum (MEF) at Carrier Ethernet World Congress in Berlin earlier this week.
”Carrier Ethernet expansion continues” Nan Chen pointed out, ”with the EMEA already well representeed in the deployment of Ethernet services. Our winners have embraced the MEF standards to deliver reliable, high quality and technically consistent services, confirming that world class services are widely available for European enterprises to experience the greater flexibility, scalability and cost-effectiveness of Carrier Ethernet.”

COLT has already achieved three awards as EMEA Service Provider of the Year. The company has a long-standing commitment to Ethernet dating back to 1993 when they launched their first point-to-point Ethernet service. The judges particularly commended Colt’s service coverage and leadership in innovative services. Verizon also scored highly on service coverage, with an emphasis on market penetration and service innovation.

The judges were chosen from key industry analysts covering this sector in EMEA – including Current Analysis, IDC, Ovum, Telstrapartners and Yankee Group. By awarding both for technological innovation and business practice the MEF are encouraging service providers not just to adopt Carrier Ethernet but to use their innovative skills to find imaginative ways to exploit its power and flexibility to integrate new service offerings with world class business practice.

“Customer demand and IP and next gen network (NGN) transformation projects are the two main factors contributing to the growing popularity of Carrier Ethernet services” commented Michael Howard, principal analyst and co-founder of Infonetics Research. “Customers expect – and get – a better per bit cost for Ethernet services, and service providers like them because they help bring in new revenue. It’s the service and business innovations of companies like Colt and Verizon that maintain this market momentum.”
About The MEF 

The MEF is a global industry alliance comprising more than 150 organizations including telecommunications service providers, cable MSOs, network equipment/software manufacturers, semiconductors vendors and testing organizations. The MEF’s mission is to accelerate the worldwide adoption of Carrier-class Ethernet networks and services. The MEF develops Carrier Ethernet technical specifications, implementation agreements, test specifications and tools to promote standardization, interoperability and deployment of Carrier Ethernet worldwide.

For more information about the Forum, including a complete listing of all current MEF members, please visit the MEF web site at http://www.MetroEthernetForum.org/
