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A New Operational Phase for Carrier Ethernet
“Interconnect, Management and Tools are the key components”

Sept 26th, 2008, Algarve, Portugal:  Nan Chen, president of the MEF, has announced that Carrier Ethernet is now entering the third phase of its evolution towards the definitive next generation service-level network for global business, entertainment, information and communication. Phase 1 addressed the necessary specifications and underlying architecture, then Phase 2 focused on Carrier Ethernet implementation and certification to the point where demand for global Carrier Ethernet WANs accelerated beyond $12bn last year. Now Carrier Ethernet enters Phase 3, aimed at fully scalable worldwide operation and beginning with new specifications announced for automated management. Nan Chen also pointed out that the MEF – in its role at the forefront of the Carrier Ethernet development and driving all these phases – will increasingly be offering service provider tools, beginning with the recently announced Global Services Directory followed by a basic wholesale provisioning agreement and template for local Ethernet access. 

Speaking at this week’s Carrier Ethernet World Congress in Berlin, Nan Chen said ”So far service providers across the globe have embraced the MEF standards to deliver reliable, high quality and technically consistent services, but to deliver a truly global service there needs to be new operational solutions at the business interface between providers. Our aim is to make intercontinental Carrier Ethernet as straightforward as an intercontinental TDM phone connection. Phase 3 will bring both operational scalability and efficiency over legacy networks to take Carrier Ethernet to that next level.”

He described a new MEF specification that automates and standardizes many aspects of management at the edge of the network bring cost savings, improved quality and scalability for the service provider. The specification (MEF 20: User Network Interface Type 2) was approved at the Q308 MEF quarterly meeting and covers fault management, monitoring and protection, bandwidth profile management, etc. It will bring faster response to end users changing requirements and increase service level performance visibility.

Part of the Operational Phase is to extend the scope of MEF’s contribution to the industry beyond specifications, certification and education by delivering ready-made operational tools. Nan Chen described the recently launched Global Services Directory – a free on-line tool on the MEF website offering the very latest data on service coverage and availability across the globe.  It offers essential data for enterprise users and service providers planning extensive network upgrades, pinpointing which service providers are providing what Carrier Ethernet services in locations around the world. Visitors can see the types of services such as E-Line point-to-point and E-LAN multipoint and whether those services are certified to MEF standards. Other information provided includes the locations covered, contact information, and details of other business services.

Meanwhile the newly formed MEF Wholesale Access Interconnect Group is focusing on defining a basic wholesale provisioning agreement and template for local Ethernet access – one based on globally recognized provisioning parameters and agreed service levels. As well as streamlining the ordering and provisioning of Ethernet access at the local level, this will greatly simplify the process of specifying a global WAN across multiple carriers with a variety of service offerings.

As Nan Chen explained: ”Systems and network integrators can offer greater flexibility, faster transformation and lower total cost of delivery by using multiple carriers. Individual carriers may not have coverage in every location, or do not have sufficient population density and scale to provide a competitive service in every country. The most efficient wholesale solution requires multi-carrier integration, while Carrier Ethernet’s very flexibility means there are more choices to be aligned between providers’ services – choices such as mapping of SLA, bandwidth profiles, classifications and OAM. The world is looking to the MEF to address not just the technical but also these business issues to come up through standardized approaches and practices to provide ubiquitous, cost-effective and standardized Carrier Ethernet services worldwide. The demand is there, and service providers across the globe are signing up for MEF membership to make sure we can meet that demand.”

About The MEF 

The MEF is a global industry alliance comprising more than 150 organizations including telecommunications service providers, cable MSOs, network equipment/software manufacturers, semiconductors vendors and testing organizations. The MEF’s mission is to accelerate the worldwide adoption of Carrier-class Ethernet networks and services. The MEF develops Carrier Ethernet technical specifications, implementation agreements, test specifications and tools to promote standardization, interoperability and deployment of Carrier Ethernet worldwide.

For more information about the Forum, including a complete listing of all current MEF members, please visit the MEF web site at http://www.MetroEthernetForum.org/
