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MEF Announces Asia Pacific 

Carrier Ethernet Service Provider Awards

China Telecom wins “Best in Business” and PCCW “Services Innovation” 

September 10th, Beijing, China: The Asia Pacific winners of the MEF’s (Metro Ethernet Forum) prestigious ”Carrier Ethernet Service Provider of the Year” awards were presented on Friday September 7th – with China Telecom receiving the ”Best in Business” award and the ”Services Innovation” award being received by Hong Kong’s PCCW. The other finalists were Symphony and Uecomm. The awards were presented by Nan Chen, President of the MEF at a ceremony held at the Kerry Center Hotel, Beijing as part of Ethernet World China – the world’s largest Ethernet show.
“The competition gets stronger every year with the surge in MEF membership” commented Nan Chen. “But our four finalists are the standard bearers in terms of excellence of delivery, and an example to the world when it comes to Carrier Ethernet services’ greater flexibility, scalability and cost-effectiveness.”

China Telecom is the dominant carrier in China, with over 40 Million broadband subscribers and typically over 90% business-area coverage for Carrier Ethernet services in almost all cities in China’s most developed area, the southern 21 provinces. Coverage is enhanced by a range of access technologies including Ethernet, xDSL, xPON and WiFi/WiMax.

Huang Xiping, Senior Business Supervisor, China Telecom commented “We are delighted to receive the Business Award for Asia Pacific Service Provider of the year. The market opportunity for Carrier Ethernet in China is tremendous and we very much appreciate the MEF’s work in bringing together the key industry players to develop this technology and industry specifications essential to ensure interoperability and further advance Carrier Ethernets market potential”.

Leading Hong Kong carrier PCCW developed Asia’s first Next Generation FiberNET services using advanced optical and Ethernet technologies. This unique infrastructure supports a suite of mission-critical, real-time services designed for enterprise applications such as Fiberline, VideoLink, StorageLink and Next Generation Metro IP offerings. Innovative packaged services also include PCCW VideoNET, which enables enterprises to win maximize exposure by taking live or recorded coverage of their events to a number of widely-dispersed audiences simultaneously.
PCCW’s Commercial Group Managing Director, Gary Chow, said: “PCCW is proud to receive the Asia-Pacific Carrier Ethernet Service Provider – Service Innovation of the Year Award for three consecutive years.” He added: “We are very pleased to see our Ethernet-based service offerings recognized by both the panel of judges and our valued customers in Asia Pacific. This accolade is proof positive of PCCW’s technological innovation and best business practices. We will carry on providing the best products and services to customers in our relentless pursuit of continuous improvement.” 

The awards were voted for by members of the Asia Pacific Technical press plus key industry analysts covering this sector in Asia – including  Infonetics Research, Yankee Group  and BDA Research. By awarding both for technological innovation and business practice the MEF are encouraging service providers not just to adopt Carrier Ethernet but to use their innovative skills to find imaginative ways to exploit its power and flexibility to integrate new service offerings with world class business practice.

”After more than doubling in 2005 to $5.7 billion, worldwide Ethernet service revenue jumped another 65% in 2006 to reach $9.4 billion” commented Michael Howard, principal analyst and co-founder of Infonetics Research. ”It is not just the technology, it’s also the way it is packaged, and that’s why we congratulate China Telecom and PCCW for leading the way. Each year Ethernet gets a little closer to becoming the dominant mode of transmitting data traffic around the world, with tens of millions of 1G and 10G Ethernet ports already in metro networks, and many more projected. Service providers plan to gradually replace and displace their SONET/SDH equipment.” 

About The MEF:

The MEF is a global industry alliance comprising more than 130 organizations including telecommunications service providers, cable MSOs, network equipment/software manufacturers, semiconductors vendors and testing organizations. The MEF’s mission is to accelerate the worldwide adoption of Carrier-class Ethernet networks and services. The MEF develops Carrier Ethernet technical specifications and implementation agreements to promote interoperability and deployment of Carrier Ethernet worldwide.

For more information about the Forum, including a complete listing of all current MEF members, please visit the MEF web site at http://www.MetroEthernetForum.org/
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PCCW & China Telecom receive Asia-Pacific Service Provider of the Year Awards 2007 from MEF (Left to Right):

Nan Chen, President, MEF; Susanne Cheng, Marketing Manager Data Services Commercial Business, PCCW; Huiling Zhao, China Telecom & VP of China Academy of Telecom Research; Kevin Vachon, COO, MEF. 

