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MEF committed to APAC expansion
Carrier Ethernet is making large in-roads into the region 
June 3rd, Los Angeles ​ – MEF membership in the Asia-Pacific (APAC) region has grown significantly in 2008 – with a new MEF board member from China Telecom and increased marketing activity and involvement at APAC events

– according to Nan Chen, MEF President. Interviewed at the NetEvents 2008 Asia-Pacific Press Summit, he emphasized how the surge in global adoption of Carrier Ethernet, together with widespread recognition of MEF service specifications, is driving the exceptional growth in APAC involvement.

Reflecting this commitment, Gloria Zhang of China Telecom has recently been appointed to the MEF board. She commented on the vital role of MEF certification: “The benefits of Carrier Ethernet are now being realized by enterprise and MEF standards and certification are key enablers.”

New members recruited by the MEF this year include Telekom Malaysia, Maipu, Telstra, Demand Broadband, and Wipro – bringing the total APAC membership up to 20. Meanwhile the MEF is extending its educational and awareness campaign with active participation in a growing number of APAC events such as the recent Asia- Pacific Service Provider VIP Summit in Malaysia. Other regional events with MEF involvement include: BroadBand World Forum Asia, Network World Japan, Carrier Ethernet for Business showcase, China Technology Week, China Ethernet World, Carrier Ethernet World APAC in Singapore and Australia’s Broadband World.

In countries like India – adding mobile customers at some 6 million per month last year – the MEF’s recent Mobile Backhaul initiative represents a clear example of the many Carrier Ethernet growth opportunities. Carrier Ethernet provides a comprehensive answer to the mobile backhaul cost challenge in the form of foundational specifications and the required operational validation for cellular operators to embrace the superior economics and scalability of Carrier Ethernet. The MEF’s complementary Circuit Emulation Services over Ethernet certification (MEF 18) will also help transform the backhaul market by offering a clear migration path from legacy TDM dependence to flexible, simple and cost-effective Carrier Ethernet networks.

Nan Chen, MEF President, sees the uptake in Carrier Ethernet as highly significant in view of the current economic climate: “The MEF anticipates a three-fold increase in certification over the next two years and government and enterprise alike seek to reduce their capex and opex costs by taking advantage of the reliability, scalability and simplified deployment and management features offered by Carrier Ethernet” You only have to access the MEF’s new on-line Global Services Directory to see the extent of service coverage and the availability of regional Ethernet services. The Directory is an important tool for corporate network planning, as well as useful for service providers seeking strategic alliances to enhance their portfolio.

About The MEF: The MEF is a global industry alliance comprising more than 140 organizations including telecommunications service providers, cable MSOs, network equipment/software manufacturers, semiconductors vendors and testing organizations. The MEF’s mission is to accelerate the worldwide adoption of Carrier-class Ethernet networks and services. The MEF develops Carrier Ethernet technical specifications and implementation agreements to promote interoperability and deployment of Carrier Ethernet worldwide.

For more information about the Forum, including a complete listing of all current MEF members, please visit the MEF web site at http://www.MetroEthernetForum.org/
