[image: image1.png]



USA & International PR contact:
EMEA:



Asia Pacific:


Bruce Reid


Kate Innes 


Shirley Yeh


Zonic Group PR


Zonic PR EMEA


Zonic PR Asia


breid@zonicgroup.com

kinnes@zonicgroup.com

syeh@ZonicGroup.com
+44 (0)870 760 9248

+44 (0)870 760 9248

+86 1339 1113085

MEF Announces 2010 Board and New Industry Awards
Extended Categories for Prestigious Service Provider Awards
Los Angeles, Monday August 3rd, 2009: Following their recent Quarterly and Annual Meeting in Toronto, Canada, the MEF has announced details of its 2010 Board of Directors elections, reflecting a representative cross-section of the industry with members from both vendor and service provider communities. Nan Chen, founding and current President will continue to serve as MEF President, with Dennis Kruse, Vice President Network Solutions, Orange Business Services, continuing in his role as Chairman of the Board. Kevin Vachon remains as Chief Operating Officer of the MEF. Also announced is a new format for the prestigious service provider awards program, with added categories to reflect the significant industry advances in Carrier Ethernet services deployment and the diverse and expanding range of service providers taking advantage part in this growth segment of the telecommunications industry.

Matt Squire, Chief Technology Officer, Hatteras Networks continues in his role  of Director and Treasurer while Arie Goldberg, Chief Technologist, CEO and Co-founder, Omnitron Systems, was re-elected to the board as Director and Secretary. 
Other board appointments are, in alphabetic order: Margaret Chiosi, Executive Director of Optics and Ethernet Development, AT&T; Craig Easley, Vice President of Marketing, Matisse Networks; Lionel Florit, Senior Manager, Cisco Systems; Robert Kuse, Transport Planning & Architecture, Cox Communications; Kevin O’Toole, Vice President of Product Management & Strategy, Comcast; Ralph Santitoro, Director of Carrier Ethernet Market Development, Fujitsu and Michael Joseph Volgende, Director Global Ethernet Services, Verizon.

Zhao Huiling, Vice President China Telecom Beijing Research Institute, also joins the team as a second Advisory Director alongside Robert Metcalfe, Ethernet inventor.

Welcoming the new members to the board, Nan Chen said ” Although It has not been an easy year for the telecoms industry, Ethernet services have continued to meet or surpass analyst growth forecasts as they offer business an unbeatable value proposition in terms of flexible scaling, performance and cost-effectiveness. I am confident that our new board, with Directors from leading vendors as well as the service provider community, will maintain this momentum and address the challenges of our third phase of development, aimed at the global interconnection of Ethernet services capabilities by the Service Provider community, in order to deliver ubiquitous coverage.”
He went on to comment on the revised MEF Carrier Ethernet Service Provider Awards program, saying: "Carrier Ethernet services are expanding across the world, with innovative providers jumping at the opportunity for new revenue streams and more cost-effective and scalable service provisioning and ongoing operations. We have therefore updated and increased our award categories to acknowledge and reward investment in the migration to Ethernet networks and services by the global service provider community"

The MEF Carrier Ethernet Service Provider Awards – 2009, judged by panels of leading regional and global telecoms analysts, will be offered in the same three global regions as before – Americas, EMEA and APAC – with four categories to choose from.  These include Best Marketing, Best Service Innovation and Best Service Portfolio, while the fourth category, Service Provider of the Year, will be awarded to the provider in each region with the highest cumulative score for all the above categories, with additional consideration for service coverage. 
There will also be a Best International Service Provider Award for the operator judged to have delivered the most comprehensive intercontinental Ethernet Service offering, interconnecting customers in the Americas, APAC and EMEA regions. This award will be presented at the Americas & International award dinner during the Light Reading Ethernet Expo, New York, 3-4th November. The other awards will be held in conjunction with the following conferences/exhibitions:

EMEA – Carrier Ethernet World Congress, Berlin – 21-24th September; 
APAC – Carrier Ethernet World (APAC), Kuala Lumpur – 2-4th November.

For further details on these awards, and to access the online award application forms, visit http://metroethernetforum.org/Service_Provider_of_the_Year_Awards.htm
About The MEF:

The MEF is a global industry alliance comprising more than 150 organizations including telecommunications service providers, cable MSOs, network equipment/software manufacturers, semiconductors vendors and testing organizations. The MEF’s mission is to accelerate the worldwide adoption of Carrier-class Ethernet networks and services. The MEF develops Carrier Ethernet technical specifications and implementation agreements to promote interoperability and deployment of Carrier Ethernet worldwide.

For more information about the Forum, including a complete listing of all current MEF members, please visit the MEF web site at http://www.MetroEthernetForum.org/
